
 
USG SENATE MEETING 
November 12, 2017, 7:30pm 

Lewis Library Bowl 120 
 

 Topic  Objectives Presenter Time 
Call to Order • Welcome Daniel Qian  

 
 

Vice President Qian will 
convene the meeting.  

President’s Report • Go over President’s Report Myesha Jemison 5 min 
President Jemison will present 
the President’s Report. 

Calendar Committee Update • Present update 
• Answer any questions from 

the Senate and take feedback 

Dean Elizabeth 
Colagiuri, Olivia 
Ott, Connor 
Pfeiffer, and 
Patrick Flanigan 

30 min 
Dean Colagiuri, Academics 
Chair Flanigan, and Calendar 
Committee and Academics 
Committee members Ott and 
Pfeiffer will present an update 
from the Calendar Committee.  

SGRC Update and 
Confirmation 

• Present update 
• Answer any questions from 

the Senate and take feedback 

Emily Chen and 
Aaron Sobel 

5 min 

SGRC Co-Chairs Chen and 
Sobel will present an update 
from the SGRC. 
Subcommittee on Eating 
Club Diversity Amendment 
Update 

• Present amendment 
• Answer any questions from 

the Senate and take feedback 

Olivia Grah, 
Rachel Yee, Leila 
Clark 

10 min 

Rachel Yee, Leila Clark, and 
U-Councilor Grah will present 
an update about an 
amendment pertaining to the 
Subcommittee on Eating Club 
Diversity. 
Thanksgiving Buses Update • Present update 

• Answer any questions from 
the Senate and take feedback 

Daniel Qian 5 min 

Vice President Qian will 
present an update about the 
Thanksgiving buses.  

Printer Committee Update • Present update 
• Answer any questions from 

the Senate and take feedback 

Andrew Ma 5 min 

Senator Ma will present an 
update from the Printer 
Committee.  

Academics Committee 
Update 

• Present update 
• Answer any questions from 

the Senate and take feedback 

Patrick Flanigan 10 min 

Academics Chair Flanigan 
will present an update from the 
Academics Committee. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

USG Senate Puerto Rico 
Endorsement 

• Present proposal 
• Answer any questions from 

the Senate and take feedback. 

Diego Negron-
Reichard 

5 min 

Diego Negron-Reichard will 
present his USG Senate Puerto 
Rico Endorsement proposal. 

Projects Board Allocations • Present update 
• Answer any questions from 

the Senate and take feedback 
 

Alison Shim 5 min 
Treasurer Shim will present 
the Projects Board allocations. 

Total Time   80 min 
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President’s​ ​Report:​ ​November​ ​12th,​ ​2017  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

❖ Updates: 
➢ Meeting​ ​with​ ​VP​ ​Calhoun 

■ Trustees​ ​Meeting 
■ Opportunities​ ​for​ ​DACA,​ ​undocumented,​ ​and​ ​international​ ​students​ ​(esp. 

those​ ​targeted​ ​by​ ​the​ ​travel​ ​ban 
■ Married​ ​undergrad​ ​housing 

➢ Meeting​ ​with​ ​Dean​ ​Dunne​ ​(2) 
■ FLI​ ​Celebration 
■ FLI​ ​Graduation 
■ Morrison​ ​Hall​ ​Ceremony 

➢ Meeting​ ​with​ ​OIT 
■ Attended​ ​by​ ​TigerApps​ ​Chair​ ​Rushy​ ​Panchal 

● Update​ ​on​ ​TigerApps​ ​projects 
● Overview​ ​of​ ​OIT​ ​services​ ​and​ ​space​ ​for​ ​improvement 

❖ Reminders: 
➢ Winter​ ​Elections​ ​Cycle​ ​Announced 

■ https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_cdHDHpmuceVWx7oqhiWmp-Oe
qul5zCwUU_q48ZChhU/edit  

■ Open​ ​Positions: 
● President 
● Vice-President 
● Treasurer 
● Academics​ ​Chair 
● Campus​ ​and​ ​Community​ ​Affairs​ ​Chair 
● Social​ ​Chair 
● University​ ​Student​ ​Life​ ​Chair 
● 2019​ ​Class​ ​Senators​ ​(2) 
● 2020​ ​Class​ ​Senators​ ​(2) 
● 2021​ ​Class​ ​Senators​ ​(2) 

■ Referendum​ ​Cycle​ ​running​ ​concurrently 
❖ Suggested​ ​Reading: 

➢ Princeton​ ​and​ ​Slavery​ ​Project 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_cdHDHpmuceVWx7oqhiWmp-Oequl5zCwUU_q48ZChhU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_cdHDHpmuceVWx7oqhiWmp-Oequl5zCwUU_q48ZChhU/edit


 

 

Undergraduate​ ​Student​ ​Government 
204​ ​Frist​ ​Campus​ ​Center 
Princeton,​ ​NJ​ ​08544 
http://usg.princeton.edu 
"To​ ​Lead​ ​Is​ ​To​ ​Serve."​ ​-​ ​Elie​ ​Wiesel 

 

■ https://slavery.princeton.edu/  
■ https://www.princeton.edu/news/2017/11/06/princeton-research-project-ex

plores-past-ties-slavery  
➢ Princeton,​ ​a​ ​student​ ​and​ ​Microsoft​ ​file​ ​federal​ ​lawsuit​ ​to​ ​preserve​ ​DACA 

■ https://www.princeton.edu/news/2017/11/03/princeton-student-and-micros
oft-file-federal-lawsuit-preserve-daca  

 

https://slavery.princeton.edu/
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2017/11/06/princeton-research-project-explores-past-ties-slavery
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2017/11/06/princeton-research-project-explores-past-ties-slavery
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2017/11/03/princeton-student-and-microsoft-file-federal-lawsuit-preserve-daca
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2017/11/03/princeton-student-and-microsoft-file-federal-lawsuit-preserve-daca
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Project Leader: Emily Chen ’18, Aaron Sobel ‘19  
Project Team Members: Emma Parish ’21, Lutfah Subair ’21, Andrew Li ’19, Maria Rojas ’19, 
Daniel Qian ‘19  
Date: 10/23/2017     
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Alpha Omega Ministry 
o Contact: Caton Yang (ccyang@princeton.edu) 
o Description: The AO Ministry is dedicated to providing a comfortable, loving 

environment for students who want to familiarize themselves with the content of 
the Bible. It will serve as a discussion group for members to talk about all aspects 
of their lives, explore religious concepts, and understand how to apply biblical 
principles to their lives. This organization further strives to serve the local and 
international community through service activities and fundraising events. Its 
activities include holding Bible discussions, individual Bible study, service 
activities and various other events. It plans to hold a Special Lecture series, where 
trained theologians will speak on topics ranging from race and the Bible to 
spiritual formation. It has already hosted “Meet-A-Friend,” where its members 
would greet and talk with students that passed by the Frist Tables on the 100 
level. Most people who stopped by the table gave a quick introduction, briefly 
discussing their day before leaving with a word of encouragement. 

• Classics Club 
o Contact: Tashi Treadway (tashi@princeton.edu) 
o The Classics Club plans on increasing awareness of the classics and providing an 

open forum where students can discuss the classics on campus. It looks to hold 
Dinner discussions with professors on various topics in and relevant to the 
classics. It further plans to hold monthly meetings, rhetoric recitations, and 
translation group studies. It also looks to host group trips to the Art Museum, and 
into NYC to watch classical plays. Finally, it plans on hosting a Certamen 
Tournament on Febuary 24 – a classics quiz-bowl competition for High School 
students. 
 

• Filipinos Living in Princeton (FLIP) 
o Conact: Ysabel Ayala (yayala@princeton.edu) 
o FLIP aims to celebrate Filipino culture, traditions, food, and language, connecting 

people who are of Filipino decent or interested in learning about the Philippines. 
It hopes to build relationships with Filipino graduate students and employees. It 
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further seeks to hold a host of activities, such as traditional Filipino dance shows 
and workshops, discussions on themes ranging from Philippine politics to textile 
history, cooking lessons, and local Philippine television series watch parties.  
 

• Hoop Zine 
o Contact: Himaayah Agwedicham (himaayah@princeton.edu) 
o Hoop Zine is an alternative artistic publication that aims to promote inclusivity 

among students on campus with marginalized identities, promote artistic diversity 
by drawing from an array of perspectives on Princeton’s campus, provide forum 
for interdisciplinary collaboration between students who practice different art 
forms and create a space for people of color on campus to showcase their work. It 
hopes to create a community among students of color on campus by promoting 
art, celebrating the work of people who are often overlooked. The art collective 
aims to create a monthly zine (small-circulation publication of original works), 
but also host other types of programming and social events that would create a 
space that promotes emotional, physical, and mental health-- all tied together by 
the promotion of the arts. This would be achieved through hosting Talk Series 
where artists of color and art collectives would share how their lives at artists 
developed, hosting exhibits to display the artworks from the publication, and 
hosting workshops aimed at teaching people how to create their own zine. 
 

• Princeton MedHack 
o Contact: Claire Lee (clairelee@princeton.edu) 
o Princeton MedHack will be a two-day (36-hour event, once a year) during which 

students from Princeton and other universities will gather for a weekend of 
intense innovation to address healthcare-related problems. During the two-day 
event, MedHack will invite healthcare entrepreneurs as speakers and will host a 
variety of workshops that students can freely attend. Example topics of workshops 
include: Insights into the Medical Device Development Process and Machine 
Learning using CoreML. MedHack will also invite clinicians, engineers, and 
entrepreneurs as mentors to help teams solidify their ideas and products. Teams 
will pitch their ideas to a panel of qualified judges, after which monetary prizes 
and sponsorship opportunities will be awarded to the top three teams. Outside of 
the hackathon, MedHack will invite prominent healthcare innovators to give talks 
at Princeton to share their insights and experiences. Princeton MedHack models 
other MedHack competitions at universities around the country. 
 

• Princeton Student Veteran Alliance (under PACE) 
o Contact: Tyler Eddy (tjeddy@princeton.edu) 
o The Princeton Student Veteran Alliance is a PACE-approved group aimed at 

connecting student veterans around campus. It hopes to create a place of welcome 



 

 

Undergraduate Student Government 
204 Frist Campus Center 
Princeton, NJ 08544 
http://usg.princeton.edu 
"To Lead Is To Serve." - Elie Wiesel 

 

 

for transitioning veterans, so they may better acclimate to Princeton studies and 
life. It hopes to connect the student veteran body with its peers through service 
and social engagement. The Princeton Student Veterans Alliance would also like 
to promote the value of having veterans be a part of the student body. The 
Princeton Student Veterans Alliance does not plan to solely allow membership to 
U.S. veterans, and also looks forward to adding veterans from the international 
community here on campus. It has participated in a one-day Pre-Orientation for 
student veterans organized by Director of Transfer Programs and attended the Ivy 
League Veterans Council Meeting on September 30th. It volunteered for the New 
Jersey Special Olympics and plans on volunteering for the Trenton Habitat for 
Humanity, in addition to holding weekly mentoring meetings. 
 

• Princeton University Physics Competition 
o Contact: Olivia Long (olong@princeton.edu) 
o PUPC has hosted multiple high school physics competition in previous years, and 

now seeks official recognition. It plans on continuing to host yearly high school 
physics competitions. Throughout the year, it will plan for and prepare to host the 
competition, to take place on November 19. Through running the competition, it 
hopes that the undergraduate students involved in event planning will get to know 
the Physics Department better and collaborate with other physics majors. The 
competition also introduces high school physics students to Princeton and its 
physics department — for the past years, many of the undergraduate volunteers 
for PUPC have been PUPC competitors before coming to Princeton. 
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Project Leader: Rachel Yee   
Date: 12 November 2017    
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A resolution to propose to the USG Senate an amendment to the Charter of the USG-GSG 
University Student Life Committee by amending Sections B of Article IV of said Charter, 
relating to the structure of Eating Club Relationship Subcommittee. 

Resolved by the USG Senate that the Senate of Princeton USG at its 2017 Regular Session, 
commencing on the 12th day of  November  2017, two-thirds of all members elected to the 
Senate voting in favor thereof, hereby proposes to the people of the Princeton University that 
Section B of Article IV of the Charter of the USG-GSG University Student Life Committee be 
amended as follows. 

1. Section 1.a.ii to be replaced with “One (1) elected member of the USG Senate or Class 
Governments”. 

2. Section 1a.i to be removed. 
3. Section 1.a.v to be amended from “Three (3)” to “Eight (8)” members-at-large.  
4. Section 1.c to be amended to “The USLC Eating Club Liason and their co-chair shall 

serve as chairs of the subcommittee.” 
a. The language in sections 1.c.i and 1.c.ii updated from “Chair” to “Chairs.” 

5. Section 1.d.ii to be amended from “Chair” to “Chairs.” 
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Project Leader:    Daniel Qian   
Project Team Members:  Maya Wesby, Ruby Guo, Samuel Vilchez Santiago 
Date:     11/12/17 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

	
	
Important Notes: 

• Reflects only 2 days of Bus Sales 
o Listserv blast + one more school-wide email necessary 

• Continuing the one-way form system from last year, total of 10 matchups made 
• Will work on feedback form to disseminate to students 
• New ideas for next year? 
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The Printer Group – Project Update 
Project Leader: Andrew Ma   
Project Team Members: Diego Negrón-Reichard, Christine Jeong, Nick Wu   
Date: 11/12/17 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. Meeting with OIT 

• A few years ago, OIT determined that there was no location on campus that was more 
than three minutes walk from a printer. 

• OIT is very amenable to adding new printers in limited number of high-traffic locations. 
• At the same time, if there are printers that currently are not highly used, OIT would 

consider relocating them to the new spots. 
o Discussed giving USG anonymized data on printer use to determine high/low 

usage areas. 
• OIT expressed sustainability concerns.  Will increased printers cause an increase in 

printing?  Any increase in number of printers on campus should be paired with a 
sustainability initiative to encourage decreased printing. 

o In October alone, approximately one million pages were printed at Princeton, 
costing $50,000.  

 
2. Next Steps 

• Finish creating heat map of printers on campus. 
• Create survey for student feedback on where they need more printers, and identify most 

popular locations. 
• Collaborate with OIT on analyzing current printer usage data. 
• Collaborate with OIT on sustainability initiative to reduce total printing. 
• Goal: come to agreement with OIT about adding printers by the end of the semester.  
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Project Leader: Patrick Flanigan    
Project Team Members: The Academics Committee of the USG    
Date: 11/12/17      
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Academics	Chair’s	Report	
	

New	Members	
- George Rettaliata 2021 Nassau Weekly, Aquinas Society. A primary goal of his is to 

reevaluate the freshman course selection process in seeking to improve the current 
system of varying course selection times.  The 3 PM appointment time he was given 
ended in an inability to take all of the courses he had wanted to take and many of his 
fellow classmates experienced this same problem.   

- Yousef Elzalabany 2020, Princeton Tonight, MSA, MASJID. Suggested a policy 
which allows students shopping classes to request extensions/leeway on assignments 
for the classes they ultimately select, within reason. To do this I'd like to formalize 
the shopping process so that professors can see proof that the students in question are 
shopping courses and not just trying to get an extension. 

- Sara Hailu 2021. Involved with Princeton Club Archery and Princeton Ethiopian and 
Eritrean Student Association (PEESA). One of her main initiatives for academics at 
Princeton is raising more awareness about the incredible but underutilized aid that the 
McGraw Center provides for tutoring. She has already used the group tutoring service 
a number of times, but she has found that most of her fellow freshmen are 
underestimating, and thus not going to see, what it has to offer. Another initiative she 
has is improving the Peer Academic Advising system. By providing additional 
training for PAAs covering a broader range of academic topics (across different 
concentrations, for example) or having freshmen specialized to PAAs that share 
similar academic paths, PAAs could be more involved with and effective in 
freshmen’s academic experience.  

	
	
Committee	on	the	Course	of	Study	

- Continuing	discussions	around	the	general	education	requirements	
	
Committee	on	Undergraduate	Admissions	and	Financial	Aid	

- Meets	in	late	November.	Devin	Kilpatrick	and	I	will	request	that	applicants	be	able	to	
self-report	AP,	SAT,	and	ACT	scores.		
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Thesis	Deadlines	

- Met	with	Dr.	Poussart	in	the	Office	of	Undergraduate	Research.	Wants	to	move	thesis	
deadlines	all	to	one	week.	Would	make	for	greater	senior	class	unity	and	fairness	in	
theses	across	departments.	

	
Honor	Constitution	Review	Committee	

- Kevin	Liu	’18	to	be	a	member	of	the	committee.	Kevin	has	been	actively	involved	in	
Honor	Committee	reform	and	is	a	member	of	the	2018	Class	Government.	Given	there	is	
no	class	government	representation	and	the	class	governments	are	interrelated	with	
the	Honor	Committee,	it	seemed	important	to	have	a	representative	of	the	class	
governments.	

- The	committee	has	been	hard	at	work,	meeting	every	week	to	discuss	and	mold	possible	
reforms	

- Student	feedback	was	very	helpful	in	shaping	our	decisions	
- Reached	out	to	the	entire	membership	of	the	Honor	Committee	(3	gave	input)	
- Discussion	of	Referendum	Rules	as	they	relate	to	the	Honor	Constitutions	Amendments	
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Project Leader: Diego Negron-Reichard    
Date: November 12th, 2017    
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

USG	Urges	the	University	enroll	Puerto	Rican	Students	for	the	Spring	2018	Term	
	

• Request:	Following	the	destruction	brought	by	Hurricanes	Irma	and	Maria,	Princeton	
University	should	admit	a	select	number	of	students	from	Puerto	Rico	for	the	2018	Spring	
term	at	no	cost	

• Precedent:	in	2005,	following	Hurricane	Katrina,	twenty-four	Tulane	University	students	
were	enrolled	at	Princeton	tuition-free	

• Peer	institutions,	including	Cornell,	Brown,	and	NYU,	have	committed	to	each	hosting	over	
fifty	students	for	the	2018	Spring	semester	tuition-free.	

• The	USG	body	has	the	responsibility	and	capacity	to	nudge	and	remind	the	administration	
of	its	own	duties.	To	not	do	so	would	be	a	failure	on	our	part.		
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Project Leader: Alison Shim   
Project Team Members: N/A   
Date: 11/12/17     
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Projects Board Allocations 
As of 11/10/17: 
Average Grant: $435.27 
Total Funded: $32,645.50 
USG funded: $21,285 
Funds available from USG: $13,715 
*Remaining funds are provided by POL, WWS, ODUS, Venture, and ODUS Arts  
 
Month of September 2017: 
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Month of October 2017: 
 
 
 

	


