
Princeton USG Senate 
Meeting 1 
February 24, 2019  
8:00 PM Lewis Library 138  
 
Introduction 

I. Introduction, Updates, and Announcements: Zarnab Virk and Chitra Parikh  
 
New Business 

I. Budget Proposal: Brad Spicher 
II. Task Force Proposals 

A. Work Study Proposal 
B. Transportation Task Force  
C. Sustainability Proposal 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Consent Agenda 

I. Parliamentarian Confirmation 
A. Jonah Hyman ‘20 

1. I’m a junior studying physics originally from Fayetteville, Arkansas, and 
I'm excited to continue serving as USG's parliamentarian this year. My 
role is to help Senate members understand often-complex governing 
documents and procedures. When not working with the Senate, I'm also 
on Princeton's mock trial term and work as a Writing Center fellow. 

II. Director of Communications Confirmation 
A. Patrycja Pajdak ‘21 

1.  Patrycja Pajdak is a sophomore from Colonia, NJ, majoring in the 
Woodrow Wilson School of International Affairs. On campus she’s a 
Co-Director of Mathey College Council Community Development, a 
member and social chair of Girl Up: a campaign of the United Nations 
Foundation, and a member of the Princeton Polish Society. She has 
served as Newsletter Chair for the USG Communications Committee for 
the past year and looks forward to her upcoming term as the USG 
Director of Communications 

III.  Alumni Affairs Chair Confirmation 
A. Thomas Johnson ‘22 

1. Hello! My name is Thomas Johnson . I'm a freshman planning on 
majoring in Computer Science B.S.E. I am one of the new transfer 
students and live with my wife, daughter, and two dogs in Lakeside 



Apartments. Before coming to Princeton, I was a medic in the Army for 
four years. I've lived all over the United States but call Florida my home. 
Along with being the Alumni Affairs Chair, I'm also the Student Life Chief 
of the Undergraduate Veterans Club and an opinion writer for the Daily 
Princetonian.  
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Spring Semester Budget, 2019 

Submitted by Brad Spicher ‘20, USG Treasurer 
_____________ 
Resolution 

Submitting Budget for Senate’s approval 
 

Section 1. Budget Proposal 
In accordance with the powers outlined in Section 304(1), Budget and Spending, of the 
Undergraduate Student Government Constitution, the USG Senate call upon the Treasurer to 
propose a spring semester budget in conjunction with allocations to the following areas: 
 

(1) General Subtotal  
(a) Elections 
(b) Academics 
(c) CCA 
(d) Diversity and Equity 
(e) Tiger Apps 
(f) MHI 
(g) PPP 
(h) USLC 
(i) Senate Retreat 

(2) Senate Projects 
(a) Task Forces 

(3) Office  
(a) General 

(4) Social  
(a) General 
(b) Projects Board 
(c) Movie 

Total Allocation: $ 204,532.00 
Remaining Expenditures: $202,080.89 
Projected Balance: $152.35 
* See next page for a full breakdown of budget allocations 
 
The Senate shall consider the proposed resolution, and shall approve it with a majority vote 



Funds Currently on Prime by Chartstring Committee/Group Column1 Budget Actuals
202,233.24$           

GENERAL SUBTOTAL ELECTIONS
Helios 3,000.00$              -$                                                                
Candidate Reimbursements 500.00$                  -$                                                                

ACADEMICS
General Expenses 1,000.00$               -$                                                                

CCA
Communiversity 8,500.00$               -$                                                                
General Expenses 2,000.00$               -$                                                                

DIV & EQUITY
General Expenses 2,000.00$               -$                                                                

Tiger Apps
Domain, Server, Service Subscriptions 1,400.00$               -$                                                                

MHI
In Their Shoes Event 1,500.00$               -$                                                                
Mental Health Week 7,967.00$               488.51$                                                          
General Expenses 1,000.00$               -$                                                                

PPP
General Expenses 1,100.00$               -$                                                                

USLC
Free Fitness Classes 1,700.00$               -$                                                                
Free Flex Passes 600.00$                  600.00$                                                          

Senate Retreat 3,215.00$              803.00$                                                          
SENATE PROJECTS Task Forces 1,000.00$              -$                                                                

First day of School Bagels 1,200.00$               559.60$                                                          

OFFICE ALLOCATION Copier Charges 3,500.00$               -$                                                                
Tech Maintenance 500.00$                  -$                                                                
Office Worker Salaries 5,000.00$               -$                                                                
Coffee 750.00$                  -$                                                                
Paper 100.00$                  -$                                                                

SOCIAL ALLOCATION Lawnparties 80,000.00$            -$                                                                
Dean's Date 7,000.00$               -$                                                                
USG x Fashion Event 3,000.00$               -$                                                                

Projects Board 45,000.00$            -$                                                                
Movies 22,000.00$             -$                                                                

TOTAL ALLOCATION 204,532.00$          2,451.11$                                                       

Remaining Expendictures 202,080.89$           
Projected Balance 152.35$                  



Andy Zheng 
February 8, 2019 
Work-Study Opportunities Task Force Proposal 
 

Description and Objectives 

The Work-Study Opportunities Task Force is intended to serve as an opportunity for low-
income students or students who are expected to contribute financially through campus jobs. 
The objective would be to make some research assistant positions available for students on 
work-study programs to mitigate the barriers to academic research for people with work-study 
expectations. 

 

Background Information 

Students who are expected to engage in work-study are expected to provide some of the 
financial contribution to Princeton through campus jobs. However, the jobs offered to work-
study students are often non-intellectually stimulating jobs such as working in the dining hall. 
Because of so, students have less time, compared to their peers without work-study 
requirements, to seek research opportunities or other intellectually stimulating pursuits. By 
systematically allocating and subsidizing research assistant positions for students on work-
study, these students will be more engaged in the intellectual community at Princeton. 

 

Potential Activities, Deliverables and Timeline 

Partner with the academics committee and meet with the financial aid office to determine 
potential routes to achieve these work-study opportunities. 
Deliverables would be a proposal to fund research assistant positions for just work-study 
students. 

 

Funding Allocation Request 

Probably won’t need USG funding unless USG can casually fund jobs specifically for work-
study. 

 



Name: Aditya and Elizabeth 
Date: 2/14/19 
Transportation Task Force Proposal 
 

Description and Objectives 

This Task Force will center around transportation. Our first goal will be attempting to have 
electric scooters brought to campus for the use of students, much like the Zagster bikes. We 
will also explore options for a partnership between the university and a bus service for 
transportation to nearby areas during breaks. Our final goal is to work with TigerTransit in 
making sure their resources are fully utilized by the student body 

 

Background Information 

Last semester this Task Force reached out to other universities to learn about their paths for 
bringing electric scooters to campus. We also reached out to several scooter companies and are 
in the process of discussing further options with Lime.  
 
As far as other transportation-related topics go:  

- TigerTransit currently runs a Weekend Shopper for students to go off-campus during 
the weekend. 

- Thanksgiving buses go to cities around the East Coast at the end of November 
- Currently, students looking to carpool/share rides to and from the Airport lack a 

convenient platform on which to do this 

 

Potential Activities, Deliverables and Timeline 

Activities: 
- Investigate metrics on Zagster and whether this would “compete” with Zagster 
- Identify possible liabilities for the University and communicate with proper 

administrators 
- Meet with USLC and other relevant groups to discuss their transportation needs 
- Understand needs of TigerTransit’s Shopper 

Deliverables: 
- Determine whether electric scooters on campus are feasible 
- Select a company to partner with for electric scooters on campus 
- Come up with a new advertising plan for Weekend Shopper 
- Produce a document with future action items regarding transportation at Princeton that 

this task force could address in the near future 

 



Morgan Carmen 
2/22/18 
Sustainability Task Force Proposal 
 

Description and Objectives 

The Sustainability Task Force was formed at the beginning of last semester as a means to 
bridge the gap that exists between the student body and the administration regarding issues of 
sustainability. This semester, we aim to continue acting on the priorities of the student body. 
USG still represents the entirety of the student body on the Princeton Sustainability Committee 
with a single seat; the task force has allowed us to be more efficient and useful as liaisons 
between the administration and our peers. During this past semester, we have worked closely 
with the Office of Sustainability to establish a center of sustainability in Frist. This upcoming 
semester, the task force aims to cement the university’s commitment to a center, reduce waste 
at USG events, and increase communication between sustainability-oriented groups. We also 
plan on working with these groups to press Princeton to meet the goals expressed in the 
university’s Sustainability Plan released this year as soon as possible.  

 

Background Information 

Princeton—specifically its Office of Sustainability—has been setting and striving to fulfill a 
series of goals regarding water, waste reduction, landscape, energy usage, transportation, and 
research and education. The office will be releasing its next sustainability plan this semester, 
focused on 2026. The first Sustainability Action Plan was released in 2008, and since then, 
there has been a decrease in waste per person (38%), CO2 emissions (10%), fewer commuter 
cars (19%), less pesticides used (45%), less paper purchased (50%), more commuters using 
alternative transportation (416%), and more local food purchased (47%) (additional progress 
can be detailed here: https://sustain.princeton.edu/progress/all).  The university has 
consistently indicated its willingness to engage in climate mitigation—whether with the 
changes made at late meal (absence of plastic water bottles, increased supply and education 
about sustainable foods, etc.) or with the ambitious goals of the upcoming plan. As world 
citizens and representatives of a student body already passionate about taking care of the earth 
(as seen in the diverse array of student organizations on climate advocacy and sustainability), 
USG has the responsibility to maintain involvement in this exciting movement to combat 
climate change. 

 

Potential Activities, Deliverables and Timeline 

Activities: 
 Work with the Office of Sustainability to establish a history of previous work done in 

the realm of sustainability 
 Collaborate with student groups to push Princeton to 100% renewable energy 
 Work with sustainability-oriented student groups to create a forum for inter-group 

discussion (Slack, perhaps?) 
 Partner with Nourish Nook and Greening Dining for fun sustainable food events, 



increase awareness about how much of our food is sustainably-produced, and up the 
percentage of sustainably-produced food in dining halls (possibly push eating clubs to 
do the same) 
 

Deliverables 
 Establish a center of sustainability in Frist by the end of the year 
 Modify at least four USG events so that they are 100% no-waste by the end of the year 
 Work with Projects Board to ensure a reduction of waste at student events (green 

checklist of sorts) 
 

 
 
 


